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Mr. Ron Daniels
Coordinator of Mined Land Development
Department of Natural Resources
1588 North West Temple
salr  Lake a\ .y,  urah g4LL6

Dear  Mr ,  Dan ie ls :

Enc losed p lease f ind  cop ies
were conducted within Bear

States Departrnent of the Interior
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

Reclamation and Enforcement
Brooltr Topcrr
lO2SlSth Strcct

January 31,  1980

d'1

of  on-s j - te  inspec t ion  repor ts ,  The inspec t ions
Creek Canyon Portal  dur lng the per iod

o f  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  L 9 7 9 ,

I f  you have any quest ions or problems, please contact  th is of f ice,

S incereJ ; r ,

Inspection & Enforeement

DENVER, COLORADO 8f/Wz

Murray
C h i e f ,

. Smith
D i v i s i o n  o f

mE
FEB O 4 19BO

^ D|VISION OF
UIL, GAS & MINING

1980



r e

DATE :
T rt"tn ,
FnTrHsR:
COUNTV-& STATE:

%

TYPE OF INSPECTION:

%

S T A T E  O F F I C I A L S :
ffi
%

STATE PERMIT NO:
ffi

T h e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  l o c a t e d
s lope.  Two benches have
p o r t a l  a r e a .  T h e  l o w e r
i n  d i m e n s i o n  a n d  l o c a t e d
b e n c h  f r o m  a b o v e .

REGION V ON-SITE INSPECTION REPORT

CO-OP MINING COMPANY
BEAR CREEK CANYON PORTAL

Box 300
H u n t i n g t o n ,  U t a h  B 4 5 Z B

D e c e m b e r  3 ,  I g T g
4 ; 3 0  p . r l .  6  p . m .
Cloudy  and co ld
E m e r y  C o u n t y ,  U r a h
I n i t i a l
Wende l l  Owen
J o e  H e l f r i c h ,  D o u g  S t e w a r t ,  a n d  M i k e
G a r y  F r i t z ,  L a r r y  D a m r a u ,  a n d  D e n n i s
A C T - 0  I  5 - 0 2 5
N o n e  ( m i n i n g  n o t  a u r h o r i z e d )

Thomp son
W i n t e r r i n g e  r

GENERAL COMMENTS

T h e  B e a r  c r e e k  c a n y o n  p o r t a l  i s  a n  i l l e g a 1  u n d e r g r o u n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o p e r a t i o nt h a t  w a s  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h o u t  a n  a p p r o v e d  N o t i c e  o f  r n t e n t  t o  C o m m e n c e  l l i n i n g .
T h e  p r o p o s e d  m i n e  i s  l o c a t e d .  i n  s e c t i o n  2 5 ,  T 1 6 s ,  R 7 E ,  n o r t h  o f  u t a h  H i g h w a y  3 1The D iv is j -on  o f  0 i1  ,  Gas,  &  I ' l i n ing  issued co-op  l l in ing  company a  cessat ion
O r d e r  a n d  s h o w  c a u s e  o r d e r  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 7 ,  r g 7 g .  T h e  o r d e rt o  c e a s e  m i n i n g  w i l l  n o t  b e  l i f t e d  u n t i l  t h e  c o m p a n y  r e v i s e s  i t s  m i n i n g  p r a n
t o  m e e t  U t a h r s  i n t e r i m  m i n i n g  s t a n d a r d s .

A  m i n i n g  p l a n  w a s  f i l e d  o n  t h e  f e e  o w n e d  1 a n c l  w i t h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,r  a l - ? nr v  / 9  '  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a r i o n  a n dr e v i s i o n s  o f -  t h e  p e n d i n g  p 1 a n .  A f t e r  t h e  m i n i n g  p l a n  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  an o t i c e  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  i n  a  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  f o r  t h i r t y  d a y s  f o r  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t "r r  t n e r e  a r e  n o  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  E h e  c o m p a n y  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a .  p e r m i t
L o  m i n e .

i n  a n  o l d  i n a c t i v e  m i n i n g  a r e a  o n  a  s t e e p  s o u t h  f a c i n g
b e . e n  p u s h e d  o u t  f o r  a c c e s s  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  L h e

b e n c h  i s  a b o u t  1 3 0  x  1 9 0  f  e e t .  T h e  n e x t  b e n c h  i s  s * a l l e r
i n  t h e  o u t c r o p .  A d d i t i o n a l  d i r t  w a s  p u s h e d  d o w n  o n  t h i s

T o p s o i l  o r  s e l e c t e d  o v e r b u r d e n  m a t e r i a r s  h a v e  n o t
o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  \ ^ / e r e  d i s t u r b e d .  T h e
t h e  l e v e l  a r e a s  b * t  i t  w a s  r e m o v e d  o n l y  i f  i t  w a s

b e e n  r e m o v e d  a s  a  s e p a r a t e
vegeta t ion  i ^ /as  cu t  down on

m e r c h a n t a b l e .

T h e  s o i l  s t r a t a  t h a t  w a s  e x p o s e d  a n d  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a f f e c t e d  s h o u l d  b e  t e s t e d
a n d  r e m o v e d  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  f o r  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  b e f o r e  m o r e  m i n i n g  i sa l l o w e d '  T h e  a c c e p t a b l e  s o i l  r n e d i u r n  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  s t o r e d  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  l o c a -
t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n .
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T h e r e  w a s  n o  a p p a r e n t  c o n c e r n  o n  t h e  c o m p a n y t s  b e h a l f  f o r  r u n o f f  o n  s e d i m e n t
c o n L r o l .  T h e  d r a i n a g e  f r o m  t h e  d i s t u r b e d  a r e a  w a s  n o t  b e t n g  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a
s e d i m e n t  p o n d  n o r  h T a s  t h e r e  a n y  a t t e m p  t o  d i v e r t  a n y  o f  t h e  r u n o f  f  .

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  s o m e  c o n c e r n  r h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  m a y  b e  a f f e c t i n g  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
C a s t l e  V a l l e y  I  s  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  l , l i k e  T h o m p s o n ,  I n s p e c t o r
f o r  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  0 i 1 ,  G a s ,  &  F l i n i n g ,  L h e  a q u i f e r  i n  q u e s t i o n  i s  l o c a t e d  i n
t h e  S t a r p o i n t  S a n d s t o n e .  T h e  s e a m  o f  c o a l  t h a t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  i s
a b o v e  t h i s  a q u i f e r .  M r .  T h o m p s o n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  n o t  s u b m i t t e d
s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  i n  t h e i r  m i n i n g  p l a n  t o  d i s p r o v e  t h e  c l . a i m  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t
a f f e c t  t h e  a q u i f e r .  A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d .

GARY L.
RECLA}4A I O N  S P E C I A L I S T
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